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Case 2890 


Rhopalosiphum monardae Davis, 1911 (currently Hyalomyzus 
monardae; Insecta, Homoptera): proposed conservation of the specific 
name 


David J. Voegtlin 


Center for Biodiversity, Illinois Natural History Survey, 607 E. Peabody, 
Champaign, Illinois 61820-6970, U.S.A. 


Abstract. The purpose of this application is to conserve the specific name of the 
North American aphid Rhopalosiphum monardae Davis, 1911. This is threatened by 
the senior subjective synonym Phorodon scrophulariae Thomas, 1879, which has not 
been used in primary literature since 1903. 


]. Thomas (1879, p. 72) described Phorodon scrophulariae from a number of 
wingless individuals which had been collected in ‘the vicinity of Carbondale, Illinois’ 
by a Miss Middleton, who identified the host as Scrophularia nodosa. Thomas was 
apparently not convinced of the identity of the host as at the end of his description 
he wrote: ‘Note. — The plant on which this species was found was immature, it was 
supposed to be S. nodosa, but there is reason to doubt this, and the matter cannot be 
decided until next season’. 

2. The name Phorodon scrophulariae has been used a number of times. Clarke 
(1903, p. 252) listed the species as occurring on Scrophularia sp. in Berkeley, 
California. Sanborn (1906, p. 249) included it in a host list of North American 
aphids in a paper on Kansas APHIDIDAE; this was not a primary citation and he 
gave no reference for its occurrence in Kansas. Swain (1919, p. 80) referred to 
Phorodon scrophulariae as a ‘doubtful species’ and noted that multiple searches on 
Scrophularia spp. at Stanford, Riverside and San Diego, California had failed to 
find this aphid. Swain (p. 2) recorded that most of Clarke’s material had been 
destroyed in the 1906 San Francisco earthquake so it was not possible to 
determine the identity of his material from Scrophularia. Hottes & Frison (1931, 
p. 343) described Thomas’s slide (no. 2798 in the collection of the Ilinois 
Natural History Survey) containing one identifiable female specimen of Myzus 
scrophulariae, one incomplete specimen in balsam outside the coverslip (possibly 
scrophulariae) and one specimen of a second species. Although Thomas's original 
description referred to several specimens, no additional material has been located 
in the collection of the Ilinois Natural History Survey or elsewhere. Mason (1940, 
p. 19) included this species in his revision of the Myzus spp. of North America. 
His description is based solely on the type specimen and he added the following 
comment: ‘With the exception of one record from California by Clark (1903, 
p. 252), this species has not been reported since it was originally described’. Smith 
& Parron (1978, p. 210) listed California, Illinois and Kansas as the distribution 
for Myzus scrophulariae, but presumably based the Kansas occurrence on 
Sanborn’s secondary citation. 
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3. In a paper on the APHIDIDAE of Nebraska, Williams (1910, p. 89) used the name 
‘Phorodon monardae n. sp.’, adding the words ‘No description. Type from Ashland, 
May 24, 1890, on Monarda fistulosa, in collection of University of Nebraska, no. 
160°. Under Article 12c of the Code the mention of host, label or specimen does not 
constitute a description, definition or indication such as is necessary for the 
availability of a name; it follows that Phorodon monardae Williams is a nomen 
nudum. The name Rhopalosiphum monardae was made available by Davis (1911, 
p. 36), who attributed authorship to Williams and gave a detailed description of the 
winged female type specimen. Mason (1940, p. 14) corrected authorship to Davis 
as Myzus monardae (Davis). The species was transferred without comment to 
Hyalomyzus by Eastop & Hille Ris Lambers (1976, p. 219). 

4. Hyalomyzus monardae is known only from North America. It has been found in 
Colorado, [llinois, Idaho, Nebraska, New York and Utah in the United States and 
Manitoba and New Brunswick in Canada. Citations are Davis (1911, p. 36), Hottes 
& Frison (1931, p. 343), Mason (1940, p. 14), Palmer (1952, p. 339), Gittins et al. 
(1976, p. 20); Eastop & Hille Ris Lambers (1976, p. 219), Smith (1982, p. 330), 
Knowlton (1983, p. 44), Voegtlin (1984, p. 569), Eastop & Voegtlin (1990, p. 117), 
Robinson & Lamb (1991, p. 8). All records are from Monarda spp. with the exception 
of Knowlton who recorded it from peppermint and horsemint, Agastache. 

5. Eastop & Voegtlin (1990, p. 117) figured the original specimen (see para. 2 
above) of Phorodon scrophulariae, describing it as the lectotype, and stated that the 
name was a synonym of Hyalomyzus monardae. Phorodon scrophulariae is known 
only from this one specimen in the collection of the Illinois Natural History Survey. 
The name has remained unused in primary literature since Clarke (1903), which is the 
only primary citation other than Thomas’s original description (1879). 1t would be 
confusing and misleading to replace the well-known and appropriate name monardae 
with the long unused and inappropriate name scroplulariae for an aphid which is 
now known to occur mainly on Monarda spp. 

6. The International Commision on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the specific name scropltulariae Thomas, 
1879, as published in the binomen Phorodon scrophulariae, for the purposes of 
the Principle of Priority but not for those of the Principle of Homonymy; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name :monardae 
Davis, 1911, as published in the binomen Rhopalosiphum monardae; 

(3) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in 
Zoology the name scrophulariae Thomas, 1879, as published in the binomen 
Phorodon scrophulariae and as suppressed in (1) above. 
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